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the back, shorter in front. They will add movement to your 
landscaping as they sway in the wind.

Flowering succulents ( like sedums, aloes and crassulacea), 
planted together in groups will provide a colourful display 
that will last for several months. Use drought tolerant 
ground cover plants alone or in combination with other 
water-wise plants between pavers or flagstones. This will 
help soften the hard landscaping. These include aloes, 
fynbos ( pin cushion and protea), coleoma, bucha, buddlija, 
searsia, gazania and delosperma, all excellent replacements 
for water thirsty lawns!

Gravel has become very popular as an added feature in 
landscaping and adding a gravel path can be the quickest 
change you can make to your garden. Use rocks and 
chipped bark around your plants to provide water retaining 
shade.

For a more ‘productive’ landscape you could create a 
vegetable or herb garden to replace the grass, or maybe 
plant some fruit bushes/ fruit trees.

While they take a while to establish and grow, consider 
planting trees which will provide shade and enable the soil 
to retain moisture. Always take into account the eventual 
size and spread of your chosen trees in relation to the size 
of your garden!

Making the decision to part with your lawn may be difficult, 
but there are some amazing alternatives, and you will find 
your garden can be just as colourful and enjoyable with the 
added bonus of no more grass cutting!
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A garden in a drought is 
still possible, trust us. 
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Seasonal maintenance

gardeningtips gardeningtips

Grass has always been the preferred choice 
of most homeowners but, with a bit of careful 
preparation and a little know how you can 
create a completely different, low maintenance 
garden. 
Yes, a lush green lawn is beautiful to look at, but in today’s 
time of drought and water shortages it just isn’t practical 
or sustainable anymore. We need to look for alternatives, 
yet still be able to have a garden we can enjoy without 
worrying about the bleak, brown patch that was once a 
lawn! From gravel and pavers to hardy ground covers, 
the alternatives to lawns are many and varied. Combining 
different hardscape materials with drought tolerant plants 
will make the missing lawn less obvious. Possibilities include 
paved surfaces, walls, rocks and boulders, gravel, decking 
and even outdoor furniture.

Nothing takes up lawn space like a patio, so consider 
building one or extending an existing one. You can even 
create more than one ‘gathering’ area in the garden, maybe 
in a more secluded spot that’s quiet and intimate, complete 
with fire pit and seating area.

A paved pathway makes it easy to move through a garden 
and takes up the space of a patch of otherwise thirsty grass. 
Think brickwork ( straight-laid or in a pattern), cobbles, 
flagstones, rows of sleepers or concrete stepping slabs etc. 
Use an assortment of pavers to create clear-cut areas in your 
garden, such as brickwork around the pool, cobbles near 
the front entrance and flagstones around a fire pit.

Native grasses, indigenous to your region, will be suited for 
the environment. Plant several of the same species together 
for a striking visual effect. Group according to height, tall at 
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